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THE REVIEW
Are We Part of the Solution or Part of the Problem?
By Dr. Charles L. Dear, Moderator IBFNA
"And I say also unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my
church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it" (Matt. 16:18).
It is a challenging time to be in the Lord’s service, as our governments fail to serve the
good of the people and our society deepens its rebellion against God and His Word. The
coarsening of the culture and the cult of self-worship fly in the face of God’s holiness and
righteousness, but we must confront it all with the unchangeable truth of God’s Word.
In times such as ours, when we see that all these things are taking their toll on our
people, it is our obligation to help our people draw closer than ever before to the Shepherd, lest they drift away in search of easier and greener pastures and retreat from the
intensifying battle that must be faced together. The Church of Jesus Christ was established upon our Lord Jesus Christ. It must forever stand on the Rock of our Salvation,
unshaken by anything Satan and a corrupt world hurl against it. I am so glad to remind
and be reminded of Jesus’ promise that “the gates of Hell shall not prevail against it.”
Nevertheless, we are being inundated on every side, even as Paul wrote in his day in
2 Cor. 4:7-10, “But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the
power may be of God, and not of us. We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed;
we are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not
destroyed; always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also
of Jesus might be made manifest in our body.”
Nowhere in the Scripture will we ever read instruction to be silent or to compromise
with the spirit of rebellion against God. What we do read, however, is a call to faithful
endurance, knowing that what we believe is true. We are fully persuaded that God keeps
His Word and honors our obedience to it. This is not anything new to believers. The need
for endurance has been the experience of believers through the centuries, and it has
served God’s eternal purposes.
Consider how the persecuted Christians of the first century were moved personally to
extend the Great Commission beyond Jerusalem. In Acts 8 we see how the fierce persecution by those like Saul of Tarsus against the church drove believers out of Jerusalem to
Judea and Samaria. While they might have just hidden their convictions and have blended in with those communities, they instead brought the Gospel with them: "Therefore
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Issachar, (1 Chron. 12:32), we need to understand the
times in which we live today and, in the light of
God’s Word, be fully persuaded of what we must do.

they that were scattered abroad went everywhere
preaching the word" (Acts 8:4). Remember also our
Baptist forefathers who, fleeing persecution and
death on every side, came to America seeking relief
and still had to struggle with the state churches here
to establish true religious freedom as the law of the
land.

This is not the time for platitudes and nice stories
from the pulpit—quite the contrary. This is a time for
strong preaching on the doctrines of the faith. While
times like these winnow out the tares from the wheat
in our congregations, far better it be that we challenge the reality of their salvation and the seriousness of their desire to please the Lord above themselves. As the time draws short, we can neither afford to be presumptuous, nor can we be complacent
about their relationship with the Lord. We are professing believers in Jesus Christ, but for some it may
not be the Jesus Christ of the Bible. Jesus prayed in
John 17 that believers would be sanctified with God’s
truth; all of God’s truth! Our people need to hear
what God has to say about sin, salvation, worldly
corruption and compromise, eternal judgment of sinners, and the imminent return of Jesus Christ. They
need to know whether they stand in right relationship with Him.

The church of Jesus Christ can be the model of
stability and peace through the storms of a world in
chaos and rebellion against God, but it cannot bear
such a testimony if our message is compromised or if
we rationalize and adapt to the trappings of a corrupt culture in an effort to reach unbelievers. Experimentation with worldly methods needs to be soundly condemned and dismissed for the utter failure that
it is. The ecumenism of mainline denominations, like
the United Methodists and United Presbyterians, has
led them to replace the symbols of Christianity in
churches with the symbols of Islam. The United
Methodists also vacillate now between being proabortion and pro-life. The message of appeasement
cannot bring true peace of heart. Neither can their
accommodation with religions diametrically opposed
to biblical Christianity bring anyone to peace with
God (Rom. 5:1). Did not Paul tell us in 1 Cor. 14:33,
"For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace,
as in all churches of the saints.” Like the children of

"These things I have spoken unto you, that in me
ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the
world" (John 16:33).

“Act As Freemen!”
2016 IBFNA Annual Conference Report
Our Fellowship’s conference theme rallied faithful believers to a biblical response to the turbulent
conditions that prevail in our nation in this election
year. Our nation’s love of freedom came from her

forefathers’ love of worship, and because our nation
no longer desires to worship, she has become tragically comfortable with an ascendant tyranny.
Believers of the first century church experienced
life under political tyranny, and still her apostle challenged them under the inspiration of God’s Spirit to
act as freemen (1 Pet. 2:16). We heard that much
needed challenge at Hope Baptist Church of Hanover, PA last June.
The hospitality extended to us by our sister
church helped to make our gathering a warm time of
fellowship and mutual encouragement. Pastor Al
Harris and his people provided for the many needs
of our meeting in the use of their building, in the provision of refreshments, and in ministry to our children throughout the week. The generosity of this
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church enabled us to reduce greatly the expense of
our gathering.

He preached on religious liberty, gospel power in
a corrupt society, and God’s faithfulness in spite of
the darkness. In each message his confident emphasis affirmed that our faithful God and His gospel
power shall prevail in spite of the way religious liberty is beginning to wane in our land. We need
prayerful dependence on God more than freedom
and prosperity. We need evangelistic boldness rather
than the right person in office.

The musical ministry of Greg and Heather Murray encouraged us once again. Greg authored a
memorable theme chorus for our week together
based on John 14:27, “Peace I leave with
you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world
giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” As we sang that simple
song in preparation for each message throughout the
week, our hearts were encouraged to face the difficult challenges of our day with a peace that remem-

Bob Thompson, General Director of Baptist
Home Missions, spoke on absolute righteousness in a
relativistic society. He communicated a burden, later
repeated by Dr. Tillotson, regarding the burgeoning
need for pastors and laborers in the harvest field. The
laborers are few, but this is nothing new and still
challenges us to pray. Technology has advanced, but
our need for the absolutes of God’s righteousness is
timeless.
Dr. Clay Nuttall of Baptists Equipping Nationals
spoke from thorough experience on the Christian
and civil disobedience. He spoke frankly about the
possibility of coming difficulty and encouraged us
not to be silent in the face of this challenge. He was
clear that obeying God rather than man may require
the ultimate sacrifice, as it has for many of our breth-

bers and trusts the sovereignty of our Savior over all
the kingdoms of this world. We knew the Savior’s
peace as we learned better how to act as freemen.
We had the privilege throughout the week of
hearing for the first time from Dr. Jim Tillotson, President of Faith Baptist Bible College in Ankeny, IA.
New to the role of college president, Brother Tillotson is a local church pastor at heart. His messages
were filled with applications and principles learned
through faithful pastoral ministry.
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that of a Bible doctrine. He then explained that the
Bible doctrine includes the truths that God is sovereign over both the church and the state, that God is
the Creator of the conscience of a man and holds it
directly responsible to Himself, and that God’s will
for the church and His will for the state are separate
and distinct.

ren overseas. With what he felt may be his last words
to the Fellowship and through tears over the needs of
the lost, Dr. Nuttall exhorted us to take seriously our
responsibilities of prayer, witnessing, and doctrinal
preaching and teaching.

Dr. Chick Dear of Crescentville Baptist Church in
Philadelphia spoke on the importance of individual
soul liberty to the spiritual wellbeing of the believer.
He showed how the doctrine is at the center of the
perspicuity of Scripture and the responsibility of
each Christian to study the Bible for himself. It is also
assumed by our doctrines of the autonomy of the local church, its congregational government, and its
regenerated church membership. He reminded us all
of the sacrifices paid by our Baptist forefathers for
these convictions, which we must hold dear.
Pastor Mike McCubbins of the Bible Baptist
Church of Arleta, CA gave an insightful presentation
on political alliances and biblical separation. A faithful separatist, Pastor McCubbins has also been highly
involved in the Republican Party over the years. He
described from his own experience some limits he
encountered during his days of intense political involvement. But he also emphasized that our system
of government is a constitutional republic, which requires a two-party election, not a parliamentary system, which is more amenable to multiple parties. He
counseled us to prayerfully consider choosing the
least of two evils in the coming election.

In spite of a hospital visit a few nights before, Dr.
Dave Reinhardt, pastor of The Danbury Baptist
Church in Danbury CT, spoke about the history of
the Thomas Jefferson letter to the Danbury Baptists
that has become such an important part of the history of religious freedom in America. The letter coined
the phrase, “the wall of separation between church
and state.” Pastor Reinhardt does not believe that
Jefferson was a born-again believer, but he did point
out that Jefferson was a friend and not an enemy of
the Baptists in the context of their battle for freedom
against the tyranny of establishment churches.
Against those who claim the letter as support for removing God from the public square, Pastor Reinhardt noted that the nature of the correspondence
between this president and these pastors itself
demonstrates that this was never Jefferson’s intent.
Rather, the church must be protected from the state.

Pastor Kevin Hobi of New Boston Baptist Church
in New Boston, NH preached on the Bible doctrine of
the separation of church and state. He distinguished
between the nature of a constitutional doctrine and
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the importance of striking the balance in Christian
ministry between grace and truth. Faithful ministry
requires both of these. Our sinful natures often wish
to forget one while we highlight the other. We need
to follow the example of our Savior who in grace did
seek and save that which was lost, and who in truth
refused to compromise His stand for the faith in a
world that loves darkness rather than the light.
The great week of learning and encouragement
was topped off with a final evening of fellowship
with root beer floats and ice cream, also provided by
the kind hospitality and generosity of our host
church. Many sincere thanks to the people of Hope
Baptist Church for a wonderful week in the Lord.

Our host pastor and out-going moderator, Pastor
Allen Harris, closed our meeting with a message on

Resolution on Conference Theme: “Act as Freemen!”
Conference Resolution
temporal punishments or burthens . . . are a departure from the plan of the Holy Author of our religion . . . No man shall be compelled to frequent or
support any religious worship or ministry or shall
otherwise suffer on account of his religious opinions
or belief, but all men shall be free to profess and by
argument to maintain, their opinions in matters of
religion. I know but one code of morality for men
whether acting singly or collectively.”

When President Franklin Delano Roosevelt dedicated our nation’s Jefferson Memorial on April 23,
1943, the proceedings were more than academic ceremony. President Roosevelt used the occasion to remind our nation about the value of American freedom during the intense sacrifices and difficult tribulation of the Second World War. He said that his war
-torn generation, whom we remember today as the
greatest generation, valued that freedom in a way
founding fathers like Jefferson understood well.

The America of our day has seen a revival of suffering on account of religious opinion and belief.
Business enterprises and religious ministries opposed to the sins of abortion, homosexuality, and
transgenderism have endured that kind of suffering
in our land. Perhaps this reflects the loss of an acceptance of that one code of morality for men which
Jefferson so confidently assumed. Perhaps it reflects
the fact that a U.S. president can speak accurately of
his nation no longer with the phrase, “the Holy Author of our religion.” Whatever the source of this revival of tyranny over the conscience in our time, one
Jeffersonian truth remains enduringly true,
“Almighty God hath created the mind free.”

Roosevelt said of Jefferson: “He faced the fact that
men who will not fight for liberty can lose it. We, too,
have faced that fact. He lived in a world in which
freedom of conscience and freedom of mind were
battles still to be fought through—not principles already accepted of all men. We, too, have lived in
such a world. He loved peace and loved liberty—yet
on more than one occasion he was forced to choose
between them. We, too, have been compelled to
make that choice.” Roosevelt’s words remind us that
the freedoms we enjoy today have been a trust
passed down to us from many generations of Americans who were willing to make the sacrifices their
day required to preserve liberty.

Jefferson learned that doctrine from the Bible.
When writing to the persecuted elect of God scattered throughout the first-century world, Peter encouraged these suffering believers to live as freemen
because Almighty God has created the mind free (1
Pet. 2:15-17). These freemen are servants of God

The massive second panel on the wall of the Jefferson Memorial records text from his famous Virginia statute, A Bill for the Establishing of Religious
Freedom (1789). It reads in part: “Almighty God hath
created the mind free. All attempts to influence it by
5

those who destroy the body, but only that One who
can destroy both body and soul in hell (Matt. 10:28).
We shall honor the king in his proper jurisdiction,
affirming always the soul liberty of every individual
whose mind the Almighty God has created free. Inspired by the American generations of Jefferson and
Roosevelt and others, whose struggles and sacrifices
against political tyranny passed the trust of freedom
down to us, we willingly accept that the commitment
to act as freemen is not without cost, committing the
keeping of our souls to God in well-doing, even as
unto a faithful Creator (1 Pet. 4:19).

alone in this sense. They honor all; they love the
brotherhood; they fear God first; and they honor the
king second. Their liberty of conscience is a gift from
the God they fear, not the king they honor. They desire to do the will of God with well-doing, that they
may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men.
Therefore, the Independent Baptist Fellowship of
North America, meeting at its annual conference at
Hope Baptist Church in Hanover, PA, June 21-23,
2016, resolves that we shall act as freemen, not using
our liberty for a cloak of maliciousness, but as the
servants of God. We affirm that we will not fear

Resolution on the Moral Character Necessary for Civil Authority
Conference Resolution
Conversely, the Bible also records the accomplishments of political leaders who possessed the
moral character necessary for civil authority. Nebuchadnezzar, having been subdued under the mighty
hand of God, came to demonstrate the humility necessary to lead a nation according to the will of the
Lord (Dan. 4:33-35). David, when confronted for his
sins that threatened his kingdom and gave occasion
to the enemies of God to blaspheme, came to demonstrate the contrition necessary to lead a nation according to the will of the Lord (Psalm 51). Moses, although inarticulate and fearful, came to demonstrate
the courageous strength necessary to lead a nation
according to the will of the Lord (Exodus 3).

Civil authorities are servants of God whom He
has ordained and ordered to be a terror, not to good
works, but to evil (Rom. 13:3-4).
The pages of Scripture record instructive examples of political leaders who failed in this regard.
Pharaoh’s heart was hardened against the God of his
Israelite slaves and their leader Moses, withdrawing
his permission to allow them some freedom and then
losing his army to the Red Sea, and so he failed in
this regard. Rehoboam heeded the counsel of his
younger advisors and rejected the counsel of his elders, swearing to increase unjust burdens on the people he ruled only to watch ten of his twelve tribes
stage a revolution, and so he failed in this regard.
Wicked Haman plotted against the one man who refused to bow and tremble in his presence, finding the
gallows he had built for that man a good fit for himself, and so he too failed in this regard.

Moses’s father-in-law, Jethro, understood the
moral character necessary for civil authority. Counselling his son-in-law about his need for help with
the burden of civil service, Jethro enumerated the
qualities for which Moses needed to look in securing
that help. They were to be “able men, such as fear
God, men of truth, hating covetousness” (Exod.
18:21). Such men and women are a rare find in today’s tumult of American politics. Where ability is
needed, incompetence is often found. Where the fear
of God is necessary, leaders shake their fists defiantly
in His face. Where truth must be told, lies and betrayal are the norm. Where there should be a hatred
for covetousness, there is instead the Washington
cartel of too many politicians bankrolled by special
interests.

The psalmist is clear that every civil authority
who sets himself against the King of kings and Lord
of lords shall incur His just judgment. “Why do the
heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing?
The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers
take counsel together, against the Lord, and against
his anointed, saying, ‘Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us.’ He that
sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have
them in derision. Then shall he speak unto them in
his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure” (Ps.
2:1-5).

Therefore, the Independent Baptist Fellowship of
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hortation of the apostle Paul to us, “that, first of all,
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of
thanks, be made for all men; For kings, and for all
that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and
peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is
good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior;
Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto
the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:1-4).

North America, meeting at its annual conference at
Hope Baptist Church in Hanover, PA, June 21-23,
2016, resolves that we shall not surrender these biblical principles regarding the moral character necessary for civil authority. We call on civil servants and
candidates for public office to repent of their sins
and to cling in saving faith to Jesus Christ who died
for the sinner on Calvary and who rose again from
the dead. We determine to faithfully follow the ex-

Resolution on the Nature of Unalienable Rights
Conference Resolution
It is the nature of unalienable rights that they must
be endowments of the Creator. When we deny the reality of the Creator, we lose the possibility that any human right is truly unalienable. The apostle Paul describes this phenomenon this way: “When they knew
God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their
foolish heart was darkened. Professing themselves to
be wise, they became fools” (Rom. 1:21-22). Our nation’s foolishness, at the highest levels of its professedly
wise jurisprudence, is its refusal to glorify God as the
Creator who endows unalienable rights. Our foundingfathers knew better. The loss of this Creator in favor of
homosexuality and transgenderism is the loss of their
faith in unalienable rights.

Our nation’s Declaration of Independence affirms the
common faith of Americans in self-evident truths. The
existence of man’s unalienable rights is one of those
truths. Samples are listed: life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness. The Declaration also avers that governments are instituted among men for the purpose of securing these rights. It claims the people’s authority to
dismiss governments that fail to do this, for these unalienable rights come from the Higher Authority. “All
men are created equal; they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights.”
An unalienable right is one that is nontransferable.
It cannot be lost, forfeited, stolen, or exchanged for
something else. What makes human rights unalienable,
in the faith of our founding fathers and in the text of
their Declaration, is that human rights are endowments
of the Creator upon all men. None of the endowments
of creatures on other creatures are unalienable. What is
given by one creature may be quickly taken away by
the next. Rights and privileges that are the political favors of powerful governmental officials are temporary,
alienable, and foreign to the dogma of the Declaration.

Therefore, the Independent Baptist Fellowship of
North America, meeting at its annual conference at
Hope Baptist Church in Hanover, PA, June 21-23, 2016,
resolves that we shall glorify God as the Creator whose
endowments upon His creatures include the true unalienable human rights our founding-fathers recognized
as self-evident truths. We shall hold governments instituted among men as accountable for securing these
God-given rights. We shall treat each human creature
of the Creator with the heterosexual and gender dignity
with which God designed them in His own image, but
we will reject false claims to unalienable human rights
that first require the removal of the Creator God. He is
the only reason for the inalienability of any right or
privilege available to man, and any assertion of socalled rights that must first deny His existence is necessarily false. These assertions have “changed the truth of
God for a lie, and worshipped and served the creature
more than the Creator, who is blessed forever” (Rom.
1:25).

Today we live in a nation that our country’s founders would not recognize as their own. It has been modern America’s hope that she might forget her Creator
but also somehow keep the unalienable quality of her
human rights. She hopes this way because she longs to
include among her unalienable rights behaviors and
doctrines that the Creator has always condemned as
sinful. She wants the right of a heterosexual creature to
be a homosexual, and she wants the right of a male or
female creature to be the opposite gender. She wants to
believe that homosexuality and transgenderism are unalienable rights. These so-called rights, however, no
Creator (that modern man did not himself create) ever
endowed on any creature.
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